CHAPTER XXIV.
BALATA.
THIS body is perhaps better known to engineers than to
other classes of the community by reason of the fact that
its principal application is in the manufacture of belting for
machinery. It occurs as a milky latex in the bark of certain
trees of the Sapotaceous order, and although in appearance,
composition, and properties, it is very similar to gutta-
percha, arid was at one time supposed to be identical with
it, it lias now for the last twenty-five years been recognised
as a distinct substance. It is yielded by several species of
Mimnsop trees, of which it will suffice to mention the
Mimmopn balata as the principal producer. This tree is
found in many equatorial regions, but to the greatest extent
in Venezuela, the Guianas, and the West Indies. It is from
these districts that the European market has been supplied,
and at the present time the business is limited to Venezuela
and the Guianas. Comparatively little of the output goes
to America, and probably it is this fact which led an
American author a few years ago to say that balata would                      jj|l
find more extensive employment if it were not so scarce.
Although it is not easy to give any accurate figures, owing
to the fact that it is lumped together with gutta-percha in
our trade returns, it is a fair assumption that the European
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